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35. Gustavus: Gustavus Adolphus, the famous king of Sweden (1594-1632). Sobieski: John III of Poland (1624-96) ; he defeated the Turks at Vienna, in 1683.
PAGE 75. 17. Scythians: these details of their life come from the fourth book of Herodotus.
31. mare's milk: was drunk fermented by the Scythians (Herod, iv. 2) and by the Kalmucs under the name of koumiss.
PAGE 77. 10. Petersburgh: founded by Peter the Great, 1703; the government was transferred there from Moscow in 1712. It was renamed Petrograd at the outbreak of the World War (1914) and changed again to Leningrad after the Bolshevik revolution of 1917, when Moscow once more became the capital.
23.    Livonian:  from Livonia, a province on the Baltic.
PAGE 88. 30. krout: probably the German sauerkraut, i.e. chopped and fermented cabbage.
MIDDLETON AND MAGLIABECHI
Conyers Middleton (1683-1750), the divine, was an iconoclastic controversialist who by has writing on the subjects of miracles, the efficacy of prayer, and the veracity of the Old Testament, laid himself open to charges of latitudinarianism. There was more, however, in his philosophy than mere negation, and he was highly praised by Pope as a writer of good prose.
Antonio da Marco Magliabechi, the famous Italian librarian, died in 1714 when Middleton was still a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and before he had published a single work. The scene of this Conversation is Italy, which Middleton did not visit urfel ten years after Magliabechi's death. The writing on the Roman Catholic religion, to which Lander makes Magliabechi refer, was Middleton's Letter from Rome, showing an exact Conformity between Popery and Paganism which was published in 1729.
The arguments put into Magliabechi's mouth by Landor may be compared as an instance of Christian apologetic (or ecclesiastical casuistry, as some might call it) with the bishop's point of view in Browning's poem Bishop Blougram's Apology, or with the representation of the orthodox speaker in the Grand Inquisitor section of Dostoevski's novel The Brothers Karamazov.
PAGE 79. 34, 35. / copied them in great measure pom the Latin work of a learned 'German: Middleton himself in his preface to the Letter from Rome made no claim of originality for the matter, but only for his mode of statement,
PAGE 80. 5. jalousies: a kind of Venetian blind made from sloping laths ; admits air but excludes sun and rain.